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INTRODUCTION TO DENTAL ANATOMY. By J. H. Scott, D.Sc., M.D., L.D.S., and
N. B. B. Symons, M.Sc., B.D.S. Second Edition. (Pp. xi + 344; figs. 218. 42s.) Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1958.
I READ this book with a pleasure that was heightened by the knowledge that both the authors
are Queensmen-J. H. Scott being the Reader in Anatomy for Dental Students at Queen's,
and Symons Senior Lecturer in Dental Anatomy and Histology at St. Andrew's University.
This is the second edition of a book that first appeared in 1952 and, unlike many second
editions, it has been extensively rewritten, the order changed to improve the subject sequence,
and some fifty new photographs and diagrams added. Written for students, it retains its
original wide scope, but greater emphasis is placed on the structure and development of the
human dental tissues and on the functional anatomy of the oral cavity, whilst much of the
descriptive information relating to comparative anatomy has been relegated to an appendix-
an arrangement that will find much favour with the student reader. The style of writing
is lucid, if somewhat terse and intentionally dogmatic; the illustrations, which are mainly
of the authors' own material, are well selected and clear, although a few might be improved
by the use of "arrowed legends," e.g., figs. 78 and 161. Other criticisms are few: in one place
(page 168) a structure is referred to-the granular layer of Tomes-but not explained until
page 170, a small point, but one that is liable to worry the student reader; the definition
of secondary dentine (page 162) is not in agreement with the one usually given in textbooks
of dental pathology. At the end of most chapters there is a short section on clinical
considerations that should be of the utmost value to the pre-clinical student-linking his
basic study with his future clinical work.
The text is clearly printed and the book is well produced; not a single printer's error
was found. P.J.S.
CHROMATOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUES, CLINICAL AND BIOCHEMICAL APPLICA-
TIONS. Edited by Ivor Smith, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.I.C. (Pp. xiii + 309; figs. 85. 45s.)
London: W. Heinemann, 1958.
THE use of chromatography as an analytical technique has become increasingly important in
clinical biochemistry during the last decade. The publication of this new book will therefore
be very welcome, as it is mainly concerned with the uses of chromatographic techniques
in biochemistry.
The principal author describes a simple standard apparatus which may be used for most
of the routine biochemical investigations. In the subsequent chapters detailed accounts are
given of the qualitative chromatographic analysis of important groups of compounds in
biological fluids. The book also contains many excellent photographic reproductions of
chromatograms and has a comprehensive index of compounds. It is essentially a practical
book for the biochemical laboratory, but many of the chapters conclude with a well-balanced
clinical interpretation which will give the interested clinician a critical evaluation of the uses
and limitations of chromatographic analysis in medicine. s. G. W.
AN INTRODUCTION TO PHARMACOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS. By J. A. Gunn,
with the assistance of J. D. P. Graham. (Pp. ix + 327. 18s.) London: Oxford University
Press, 1958.
THIRTY years ago Professor Gunn prepared the first edition of this book as a short and
comprehensive guide for his students so that in his lectures he would feel free to deal in
greater detail with certain subjects either of special interest or illustrating certain important
principles. This ninth edition of his book continues to fulfil its original purpose admirably.
As one who has to give an introductory course in pharmacology and therapeutics, I sincerely
hope that it will find its way into the hands of many of my students. It is written clearly
and competently, it is up to date, it is remarkably comprehensive, and it is the sort of book
a student will wish to keep on his bookshelf as a reference long after he has finished his
introductory course. 0. L. W.
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